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AFTERMATH

‣ EMERGENCY SURGERY 
PERFORMED- 

DECOMPRESSIVE 
CRANIECTOMY

‣ PLACED INTO A 
MEDICALLY INDUCED 
COMA FOR 2 WEEKS

‣ FAMILY NOTIFIED

‣ AFTER REGAINING 
CONSCIOUSNESS, 

UNABLE TO SPEAK, 
SWALLOW, OR MOVE 3D CT Scan of my skull

‣ BROUGHT TO THE 
HOSPITAL AS A JOHN 

DOE/ DECLARED D.O.A. 
FOR 5 HOURS 







FORGIVENESS AND RECOVERY





TANIKQWA GIVENS

AN EXAMPLE OF EMPATHY



DEPRESSION

RECOVERY STRUGGLES
EPILEPSY

RETURNING TO “NORMAL” LIFE
▸ Driving

▸ Working

▸ Maintaining an independent residence

PARTIAL HEMIPARESIS

HEMIANOPSIA

LIVING WITH AN INVISIBLE 
DISABILITY



Medical Staff at Regions Hospital

SPECIAL THANKS!
▸ EMTs & Law Enforcement

‣ Medical Staff; Doctors, Surgeons, 
Nurses, Rehabilitation therapists

▸ Family, friends, congregation, & 
the St. Paul community

▸ MN Brain Injury Alliance


